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PUBLICATION SCHEDULE CHANGED

The Detroit Conference is required
to live within the total money it
receives
through
apportionments.
This
resulted
in
a
systematic
reduction in the budget allotments
for
the
various
arms
of
the
Conference.
The Commission on Archives and
History as a result of the budget
reductions
prioritized
its
activities
and
made
some
hard
necessary changes.
One of these
changes
affects
"The Historical
Messenger."
It
will
now
be
published four times a year: winter,
spring, summer and fall . It will no
longer be sent free to all ministers
(active and retired) but only to the
dues paying members of the Fri ends
o f the Archives .
As a consequence of these changes,
we are losing one of our main
contacts with every church in the
conference . This hurts our ability
to
fulfill
completely
the
respons i bilities
assigned to
us
through the Discipline.

* * * *
MEETING SCHEDULE CHANGE

The date and time for the beginning
of the Detroit Annual Conference has
been altered .
It will open on
Tuesday , June 4, 1996 at 1:30 p . m.

Winte r 1996
As a result the meeting of the
Commission on Archives and History
and the Friends of the Archives will
be conducted on Tuesday morning in
the Stephenson Alumni Lounge in
North Hall. Everyone is invited to
be present for the program and
business meeting .

* * * *
HERITAGE SUNDAY , APRIL 28, 1996

Th e theme this year is "United
Methodist Witness for Jesus Christ :
THE LAITY . " Begin now to plan to
observe this day in your church.
The Sunday school song , "I am the
church ; you are the church; we are
the church together" expresses the
theme of oneness in Jesus Christ
which can be developed this Heritage
Sunday .
Every Christian is called
upon to serve and to witness ; the
calling is not based on hierarchy or
privilege, but upon answer i ng God's
invitation of faith as individuals .
From Wesley's time forward,
the
Methodist movement flourished when
groups of lay people met together in
bands, classes , and societies.
In
the Un ited States , the shortage of
ordained preachers on the frontier
meant that the church's survival
depended on the faith, action, and
witness of lay women and men .
Today , the call goes out with equal
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urgency for lay people who will
witnes s to the truth of Jesus Christ
in their lives and in the world.
The Heritage Sunday is an especially
appropriate time to rejoice in our
Methodist Protestant roots.
The
Methodist Protestant emphasis on the
laity's
role
in
the
church
governance is an essential element
of our United Methodist heritage and
identity today.
The Book of Discipline, 1992 states
in paragraph 27 5 "Heritage Sunday
shall be observed on April 23, the
day
in
1968
when
The
United
Methodist Church was created by
union of The Evangelical United
Methodis t Church and The Methodist
Church, or the Sunday following that
date.
It falls during Eastertide,
the season in which we remember the
Resurrection and triumph of our
Lord.
Heritage Sunday calls the
Church to remember the past by
committing itself to the continuing
call of God .
The observance of
Heritage Sunday shall be under the
general supervisi on of the General
Com~ission
on
Archives
and
History . .. "

* * * *
PLANN I NG RE SOURCE

"My
church
is
celebrating
its
centennial. Do you have anyth ing to
help me plan?" This is a question I
hear regularly.
There is such a
resource available from The General
Commission on Archives and History .
It
is
designed
to
help
local
churches
plan
anniversary
celebrations, commemo r ate histor ic
events, and to make h i sto r y pa r t of
the church's ministry .

Celebrating Our United Methodist
Heritage: A Resource Packet for the
Local Church has four components.

Th e
Planning
Guide
identifies
history- related occasions that a
local church can celebrate and gives
step by step s uggestions for setting
and achieving program goals.
A
Songbook of Ideas contains dozens of
suggestions for celebrating hi s to ry .
Voices From Our Past is a collection
of quotat ions
from some twe nty
figures in Unit ed Methodist history
that can b e used in a variety of
settings.
Finally, the Resource
Directory
contains
names
and
addresses that will be helpful to
persons
planning
a
h eritage
celebration.

Celebrating Ou r United Methodist
Heritage is available for $7 . 00,
plus $2.50 for postage and handling.
Contact: The Genera l Commiss ion on
Archives and History at P. 0. Box
12 7 , Madison, New Jersey 079 4 0 .

* * * *
CENTER FOR THE EUB HERI TAGE

United
Theologica l
Seminary
in
Dayton, Ohio, i s home to the Center
for the Evangelical Uni ted Brethren
Heritage .
Th e Center publishes a
twice-yearly newsletter, TelescopeMessenger, which includes articles,
book reviews, and mee ting not ices
for those with a particular interest
in the history of the Evangelical
and United Brethren traditions.
The basic membership is $10.00 . For
more informat ion , contact the Cent er
for the Ev angelica l Un ited Breth ren
Herit age ,
United
Theological
Seminary, 1810 Harvard Boul evard,
Dayton, Ohio 45406

* * * *
BI BLE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Elizabeth Ebbott has written a book
entitled The Bible Christian Church
in
Upper
Michigan .
A
Co rn i sh
Connection. 1861 - 1871 .
She wrote
"As a part of the 8th Gathering of
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the Cornish Cousins at Calumet, MI ,
July
27-30 ,
1995,
I
prepared
i n formation
about
the
Bible
Christian Church in Upper Michigan
to present at the meeting.
(They
were an off-shoot of the Wesleyan
Methodists,
especially strong in
Cornwall, and came to Upper Michigan
in 1862 where they built churches at
Rockland , Hancock , and probably near
Eagle River.) By 1871 the mines had
closed, and the sect no longer
provided
preachers
for
Upper
Mich i gan ."
The boo k can be purchased f o r $10. 00
from Elizabeth Ebbott , 409 Birchwood
Av e., Whi te Bear Lake , MN 5 511 0 .

* * * *
"OUR HERITAGE"

[Betty Gates wrote the following for
the observance o f Heritage Sunday ,
April 23 , 1995, at Richfield United
Methodist Church.
What would you
write about your church? ]
In the beginning.
In the year of
1839 the first Richfield Methodist
Epis copal " class" was organized. We
assume they met in each others homes
around Richfield Center . From that
humble beginning a piece of land was
purchased from F.E. Stoddard for the
sum of seventy five dollars and in
1 879 , "Our" church was bui lt, at a
cost of two thousand dollars. Were
your ancestors there when the walls
were raised?
To those hard working ancestors we
say " THJI.J\!K YOU" for a buiidi ng that
has housed our congregation through
many generations.
What
when

follows

may help

you

re call

The corner stone was laid June 24,
1879 at 11 A.M. with many people in
attendance. Re verend A.F. Bournes,

assisted by George Garnett did t h e
h onors .
It contains a tin box
measuring 10 ' X5 "X 5" filled with a
copy of,
the Discipline of the
Me t hodist
Episcopal
Church,
the
Michigan Advocate and several other
Christian papers , along with the
names of the Church officers of that
time.
Wouldn ' t you like to peek
inside?
The parsonage was built forty n i ne
years later in 192 8 , at a cos t of
fourteen
hundred
seventy
nine
dollars.
In the years that followe d (just
like your own home) there was always
something that was in need o f repair
or replacement and there has always
been able h e l ping hands to step up
to the plate and take their turn at
the bat.
It wasn ' t until 1960 that we saw the
l ower
stained
glass
windows
installed and 19 years later the
upper ones were installed in memory
of Bessie Connell ' s mother.
Ho w
beautiful they are when the morning
sun shines
throug h ,
to give a
special touch to the Sunday Service.
In 1966 the
red carpeting was
purchased and then in 1969 t he seat
pads were made . At this time I feel
I must take a few moments and
remember the "WSCS/UMW;" as many of
the "EXTRA'S" that we hav e in the
church were paid for by the Women
Society.
The money was raised in
t h e most part by a "SUPPER" put on
once a month with a free will
offering .
We had some special
cooks , Mable Cottrell always made
the baked beans; her sister Agnes
Stoddard the coleslaw and no one
made coffee like Jenny Kumrits. The
r est o f us could help as long as we
followed instructions.
We didn ' t
have
a
union
but
"seniority"
counted.
If you were t o come to a
potluck supper t oday, you would find
that we still have our specialty
cooks. You know who will be making
that "Oh so good" chicken, cheese
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and macaroni,
potatoes, hot
list goes on.

scalloped corn or
cross buns and the

In June 24,
1979 we held our
Centennial Celebration, with much
"pomp . "
We were proud of everyone
that made that one hundred years
possible .
The choir led by Betty
Ann Gates sang "Holy" the same song
that will be sung today, "Heritage
Sunday . "
Now I would like to talk about some
groups in our church and since I
just mentioned the choir, we will
start with the music department .
Through the years we have been
blessed with able people both at the
piano and the organ.
That list
contains the names of Greta Martz ,
Marian (Connell) Callas , Pheobe Ann
Deatson, both Mr. and Mrs . Hubert
Riegle, Shirley Now, her daughter
Jule Patten, Susan Townsend, Jackie
Ferguson and Betty Ann Gates .
I 'm
sure I have missed some and I
apologiz e but each and every one
gave their God given gift back to
the glo ry of the Lord in service.
Our Sunday School started so many
years ago in homes; before the
church proper; still goes on today .
Some
of
the
Sunday
School
superintendents that come to mind
are Dale Miller , A.J. Coon , Jackie
Ferguson , Kathy Rettinger and Ron
Miller. I'm sure there were others
just as notable .
One Sunday School student that I
recall special was Agnes Stoddard .
She wore a Sunday School pin and for
each year of perfect attendance she
would get a bar that would hang down
from the pin . I don't know how many
bars there were , but it was many .
What a testimony her life was .
.. . On the
you will
memory of
Gertrude

walls in the sanctuary,
find pictures given in
Julia Rieg l e by Joe and
Goo drich and family; [a

picture] in memory of Jerome Van
Buskirk presented by FHC Class , (I
wondered what FHC stood for and
Shirley Now filled me in , "Faith,
Hope
and
Char i ty"
class);
[a
picture)
in memory of Dale Miller
by his daughter Ju le Patten; [a
picture] in memory of Bert Hiller by
Eva Hiller, [a picture) in memory of
H. Thomas Barlow by Marjorie Barlow,
our clock in memory of Morice Gu ile
by h i s wife Helen Guile and our
quilt wall hanging in memory of
Orley
"Pete"
Planck
by Marvel
Planck.
Of great interest is the World War
II hand written HONOR ROLL, the
I hope you will
names were many .
take time to read them and REMEMBER.
These are some of my memories, what
about you? As you look around these
hallowed walls , who or what do you
see?
A bap tism of a child; a
marriage of a son or a daughter; a
specia l Christmas when your child
spoke a poem or sang a song; the day
you yourself declared your fa i th?
That is what we are celebrating this
day , OUR Chr istian heritage .
ISN ' T
IT GREAT!

* * * *
FALL RESEARCH RECORD

The following list represents
responses to inquiries about
particular ministers/spouses and
about loca l churches.
MINISTERS/SPOUSES
Fred Andrews
Edward Ames Armstrong
John Armstrong
George Bradley
Wi lhelm Bunge
M.M. Campbell
William Robert Campbell
Francis Cartwr i ght
Peter Cartwright
John Wesley Cawthorn
William C. Clemo
Edward Cook
Henry Hitt Crane
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Delos Cronk
G. Bryn Evans
George Evans
Wi lliam Evans
George Frary
Fran k V. Getty
George E. Gullen
Luther Ellsworth Lov ejoy
Lois Martindale
Catherine Nahnebahwequay
Robert Porter Pierce
Franklin DeForest Smi th
William L. Stidger
William Sutton
Joel Thrapp
Robert Triggs
William M. Triggs
Davis A . Van Doren
Gustav A . Weiler
William Jerome Wilson
John McKesson Young
CHURCHES
Brown City Evangelical
Detroit, Bethany
Detroi t, Boulevard Temple
Det r oit , German Methodist
Detroit, Trinity
Detroit , West Grand Boulevard
Flint , Grace
Highland Park
Macon
Melvin
Ohio , Indian Creek Sabbath
Ohio, Mt. Tabor
Omard
Ortonville
Saginaw, State Street
Saginaw, Stevens Street MEC
Southfield, Hope
Tamarack
Trenton, Fai th
Trenton, First
Will obr ook
Ypsilanti , Firs t
Zeba

* * * *
MEMBERSHIP
FRI ENDS OF THE ARCHIVES

The membership dues contributed to
the Friends of the Archives do make

a
difference.
The
Historical
Messenger is an important channel of
communication and it is supported by
the Friends.
They also provide
research and reference tools for use
within the Archives.
Our fiscal year begins in June and
we DO need the boost that comes from
your
dues
and
additional
contributions .
Compared to other
Historical Societies , our dues are a
bargain. The membership categories
are:
LIFE
REGULAR
SUSTAINING
SUPPORTING

$100 . 00
$4.00
$1 0 . 00
$25.00

yearly
yearly
yearly

Send your dues and contributions to
the Treasurer:
Sharon Scott
214 E . Michigan Avenue
Clinton , Michigan 4 9236
Make checks payable to: "Friends of
the Archives . "

* * * *
COMING SOON
TRAINING VIDEO FOR LOCAL CHURCH
HISTORIAN

The General Commission on Archi ves
and History is preparing a training
video for loca l church historians .
Filming took place during two weeks
in October 1995 .
It will be
called : "Memory and Ministry: Caring
f or Your Churc h's Heri ta ge ."
It
should be avai l able by mid- 1996 .
The video will be about 45 minut es
long , broken into several sections
for
use
in
workshops .
An
accompanying workbook will expand on
the ideas present ed in the video.
The cost of the video is not yet
establ ished, but i t will probably be
in
the
$10
range .
As
more
information becomes available, it
will
be
included
withi n
The
Hi storical Messenger .

* * * *
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NEW CD IS AVAILABLE
The
Archives
received
an
advertisement announcing that the 14
volume set of "The Works of John
Wesleyn are now available on a
Compact Disc from Providence House
Publishers
f or
$149.95.
Mo re
information
may
be
secured
by
writing to them at P . O. Box 158,
Franklin, TN 37067.

* * * *
WESLEY TEAPOT I S AVAILABLE
Wesley Chapel, Londo n repo r t s that
Wedgewood is once again producing a
replica of the Wesley Teapot .
The
original teapot of delph blue on
white, inscribed with the Wesley
t able grace, was presented to John
Wesley by Josiah Wedgewood in 1761 .
The reproduction is quart size a n d
sells for $142 . 00 plus shipping and
handling .
The
Wedgewood
representative in the United States
is Mrs . Faye Fannin, 2205 Vestavia
Drive , Birmingham, Alabama 35216;
(205 ) 979-2966 or (202) 322 - 8665 .

* * * *
BOEHM' S CHAPE L
[The
5 0th
Anniversary
of
the
founding of the Evangelical United
Brethren Church will be celebrated
November 16- 18, 1996 at the Annual
Meeting of the Historical Society of
the United Methodist Church in
Dayton,
Ohio .
James A. Jolly ,
pres i dent of the Boehm's Chapel
Society wrot e the story
of this
historic
chapel
located
in
Pennsylvania .
A portion of his
story follows.]
The Chapel was built in 1791 on land
provided by t he Boehm Family, and is
the
first
structure
bui l t
for
Methodist
worship
in
Lancaster

County .
Martin Boehm, whose farm
was situated near the Chapel, cofounded the United Brethren Chur ch
with Phillip Otterbein .
Boehm
ultimately became a Methodist .
His son, Henry, traveled with Bishop
Francis
Asbury,
the
father
of
American Methodism,
longer
than
anyone else .
The bishop , who was
sent by John We s ley, often preached
at the Chapel .
United Brethren
Th e
Ev angelical
Church eventually merged with the
Methodist
denomination
in
1968.
Spiritually and physically, Boehm's
uniquely exemplifies the joining of
the United Brethren and Methodist
traditions .
In 1984, th e CoiTmonwealth reco gniz e d
the Chapel with a state historical
marker, a n d the United Methodist
General
Conference
elevated the
structure to shrine status .
The Chapel was restored in time for
its 1991 bicentennial, which was
celebrated with a sense of gratitude
for its he r itage and a commitment
for the future .
Two hundred years ago , God's people
were drawn to the Chapel as a
"specialn
place
fo r
spiritual
awakening .
As it was in the past,
we want the Chapel to be a focal
point
for
uplifting
souls
and
nurtur i ng faith .

* * * *
SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT :
TAKEN FROM "!U: TROSPECT QUARTERLY"
An editorial begi ns "THOSE WHO ARN'T
A~'VARE
OF THE PAST ARE BOUND TO
REPEAT THE SAME MISTAKES IN THE
FUTURE.n It states:
"Without the
s earch fo r
yesterday,
without
remembe ring the past , we cannot
possibly gauge our present position
in t i me, nor c an we hop e to have
some inc l ination as to where we a re
going .n Being aware
o f our past,
we can avert future disasters.

