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DOROTHY REUTER IS
OUR NEWEST LIFE MEMBER
I am thrilled to announce Dorothy H. Reuter
as our newest Life Member of the Friends of
the Archives. Dorothy is an active United
Methodist who is the author of the
monumental book "Methodist
Indian
Ministries in Michigan 1830-1990." She
wrote this book in conjunction with the
Michigan Area United Methodist Historical
Society. Dorothy is also the author of several
pamphlets on our Methodist ministries to the
native Americans in Michigan.

TEMPORARY MOVE OF
CONFERENCE ARCHIVES
Beginning in May the Conference Archives
will be boxed up and moved for a year to a
location on the Adrian College campus which
has yet to be determined. This move is
brought about by the major renovation and
expansion of Shipman Library. The plan is to
locate Adrian College Archives and the Detroit
Conference Archives in a single much larger
area. Both archives will then be in excellent
archival conditions and there will be adequate
space. In addition there will be a combined
display area for both archives. Some of our
materials wi ll necessarily need to be
temporarily stored. I am selecting a core
collection to be used during the year that we
are in our temporary iocation. 1 will attempt to
provide service to all during this time. I am
convinced that the new location will be well
worth any inconvenience.

***
CONTINUING MINISTRY OF OUR
RETIREMENT HOMES
The Detroit Conference United Methodist
Retirement Community is still active and
expanding in Chelsea. Under construction is
an Alzheimer building to
mini ster to
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persons needing this care.
Recently, in
conjunction with the Chelsea Community
Hospital an apartment building was erected
adjacent to the hospital.
In the early years of the 20'h century an
Associate Editor of the Michigan Christian
Advocate, James E. Jacklin was one of several
persons who shared the dream of a haven of
peace for aging Michigan Methodists. The
Honorable Frank P. Glazier donated money
and Land for this project.
The " Old Peoples Home" was incorporated in
1905 and the Detroit Annual Conference of
the Methodist Church instructed that October
II , 1906 was "sod-turning" day for the first
permanent building at 805 W. Middle Street
in the village of Chelsea.
The first residents who lived in a temporary
home were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bovee, Mary
A. Balls, and Lucinda Williams. The building
was completed and dedicated in October of
1907. Mrs. Seth Reed was the first Home
superintendent.
Additions to this first home took place: the
Ella Hanley Hall in 1915, The Dr. and Mrs.
Marquis High Hall in 1926, the Kresge Hall in
1942, the Kimball Hall in 1957. In addition
remodeling provided independent living
apartments. The Village Apartments and a
Corporate Office Building was added and now
the Alzheimer Building. The Chelsea campus
continues to expand.
The initial purpose of the "Chelsea Old
People's Home" was that of service "to the
glory of God and to the comfort of his aged
saints." It appears to me that our Detroit
Annual Conference keeps enlarging this goal
and continually moves forw~rd towards its

fulfillment.

***
147 YEARS OF SERVICE
MARQUETTE FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
{I located and excerpted the following from a
publication celebrating the 90'h Anniversary of
First Methodist Church, Marquette.}
We find that this church, whose
anniversary we are now celebrating was
organized in 1851 --ninety years ago.
From 185 1-1 853 the services \\'ere
held in the upper part of the old Marquette
House which stood near the corner of Lake
and Superior Streets. From 1853 -1856 the
congregation met in the school hou se on
Washington Street.
In 1856 the new
Methodist Church, ... was used as a place of
worship. In 1873 the present church structure
at the corner of Ridge and Front Streets was
completed at a cost of $25,000.00. In the
same year the church on Washington Street
was sold to the French Catholic people. In
1918 the old parsonage on Front and Michigan
was sold to Dr. S.M. Janes and the present
parsonage on Hewitt and High purchased.
This churc~ sponsors the various
societies and organizations that usually go
with a Methodist Church ... at all times it has
stood as a great moral and spiritual terce in the
community. The records show that in 18751876 it permitted the city school board to use
its basement for school purposes. In 1869 it
had three Sunday schools within its charge. It
has fostered and supported Boy Scout work.
To the Great World War I it sent its full quota
of splendid young men, some of whom made
the supreme sacrifice for democracy and
country. In the centenary movement, which
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Minnesota. For information, contact Charles
Yrigoyen, P.O. 127, Madison, NJ 07940

was launched just after the close of the war,
this church had a very creditable part, as well
as in the Michigan Education Advance
Movement, which was launched later.

***
2002 CONVOCATION
TO BE HOSTED BY THE
DETROIT CONFERENCE
COMMISSION ON ARCHIVES AND
HlSTORY
The Commission on Archives and History is
making plans to host the four day Convocation
of the North Central Jurisdiction Archives and
History in 2002. Our theme is centering
around the Cornish Connection with
Methodism in the Upper Peninsula. A large
concentration of Corni sh ministers were
located in the Marquette area. We will
become more informed concerning their
contribution to Michigan Methodism through
presentations of papers and visiting nearby
sites.
The Convocation is usually held
beginning on the Monday following July 4'11 •

***
UP COMING EVENTS

1999 June 20-23 World Methodist
Historical Society North American Section
meeting in Toronto, Canada. The topic will be
"What Hath God Wrought? Two Centuries of
Canadian Methodism."
For information,
contact Charles Yrigoyen, P.O. 127, Madison,
NJ 07940.
1999 June 25-28 Fourth Historical
Convocation and Annual Meeting of the
Historical Society of the United Methodist
Church and North Central Jurisdiction
Convocation at Hamline University, St. Paul,

Theme: Knowledge and Vital Piety
United Methodism's Historic Role in Higher
Education
Keynote Address: Dr. Roger Ireson
General Secretary, General Board ofHigher
Education and Ministry

***
CUSTER METHODIST CHURCH
CLOSED CHURCH
{The following was located among the Closed
Church files. The church was apparently near
Sandusky. The article was written by Sylvia
Hewett and Lucille Morgan.}

lt was many years before there was either a
church o r school in Custer Township. Early
settlers built the Doan School which was both
a school and church. lt was also the place
where the first political meeting was held.
Sol Bettis served the whole township as
spiritual leader.
He was a Methodist
Episcopal Minister. Lorenzo Fulton was the
first Bible teacher. Here in Doan School they
held the first Sunday School with Mercy
Stoughtenburg as-·t-he first t-eacher.
As the years went by more settlers came to
Custer Township and more places of worship
were needed . By this time more school houses
had been built, one of which was the Scott
School. To this building came Jonathan
Thomas as minister. Reverend Thomas talked
ofbuilding a church but not much was thought
of it until some time later. Mr. Thomas also
preached in Deckerville. Next came Reverend
George Durr, who preached in both Scott and
Doan Schools. He and his flock felt keenly the

to take to them.
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need of building a church.
Funds came in slowly, so slow that Reverend
Durr was gone and in his place stood
Reverend Elias Gordon who with his work and
prayers saw a church started in the year 1896.
The Methodist Church in Custer was built
and ready for use about August of that year ...
First there were only seven members, namely
Mrs. Griselda O ' Connell, Mrs. Hiram Merrill,
Mrs. Joseph Diem, Miss Elsie Carley, Mrs.
AN. Carley, Mrs. Drew Phillips. In 1904 Mr.
and Mrs .. Albert Kenney and in 1906 Mrs.
Lizzie Mater.
In 1896 Mr . William Martin and Miss Ida
Marks were marri ed in the church. It was
dedicated in February of 1896.
The fi rst funeral was that of Mr. Lossing and
M r. Casterling who were killed as the result of
a threshing machine blowing up ...
Custer was named for General Custer, famous
lndian war hero. The first settlement was
made by Jacob Goodwin in section 2 in 1868.
He was from Nova Scotia...

***
MEMBERSHIP: JOIN OR RENEW

Will you accept the challenge to join or renew
your membership AND encourage someone
from a nearby church to become a member?

If your mailing label indicates that your
subscription has expired, please renew now.
YOUR FINANCIAL ASSlSTANCE lS
NEEDED! We want to be of assistance to
local church historians and local churches.
Weekly requests for help come to the
Archives. We have a program we would like

The membership dues are not exorbitant. The
dues categories are:
Regular
6.00
Sustaining (2 years) 15 .00
Supporting (5 years) 30.00
Life (one time)
100.00
Dues and gifts should be forwarded to our
Treasurer. Checks made out to: "Friends· of
the Archives. " Send to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Clinton, Michigan 49236
* * *
TIPTON METHODIST ON THE
ANN ARBO R DISTRICT

{Mrs. Dorothy Baker wrote the following
account of the Tipton Methodist Episcopal
Church which is now one of our closed
churches. She and her husband Chester are
the present owners of the former Methodist
parsonage.}
When the first settlers came to Franklin
Township there were no local ministers, only
circuit riding preachers who came through the
area occasionally and held services. Because
of this the early history of the Methodist
Church in Tipton dates not to the church
building, but rather to the organization of
Bible study " classes" which met in homes or
schools. One of these classes was located in
West Franklin, one at Sand Lake, and still
another in the East Franklin area. Men who
are remembered for leading the early
Methodist classes are: Robert Smith, Joseph
Cowell, Gideon Perry, Abram DeLong, John
Smith, Harlow Camburn, and Samuel Wells.
In 1846 these groups united and purchased
land from Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Camburn on
which to build a church. The building,
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containing seats made of planks laid across
oak blocks, was finished and dedicated in the
summer of 1847. Originally the pulpit was at
the west end of the building, and the choir sat
at the east end; but this was reversed seven
years later when permanent seats were added.
In 1870 the building was moved 16 feet east
and an entrance and belfry were added to the
west end. A 1200 pound bell was hung in the
belfiy, and was used not only to call people to
worship, but also to toll Jhe death of any
citizen.
A parsonage was built in 1852 and made
comfortable for the ministers and their
families ...
Decreasing attendance eventually resulted in
too few parishioners to support two
congregations in Tipton. After sharing the
Methodist pastor on alternate Sundays with
the Congregationalists from 1922 through
1929, the members of both churches tried
maintaining their separate organizations once
more. It soon became evident that this would
not be possible; and on February 12, 1930 the
Methodi st Church and the Congregational
Church merged to become the Tipton
Community Church we know today, with the
pastor, Rev. W.E. Grove.
Leaders of the two churches decided to use
the building of the Congregationalists and to
transfer to it the bell which had called
Methodists to worship since October 19,
1873. The bell was placed in the belfry of the
Community Church and dedicated on
December 23, 1946.
The Methodist
parsonage was sold to Mr. and Mrs. Chester
Baker and, in 1941, the church building to the
K. ofP. Lodge.

***
APPLEGATE METHODIST
PORT HURON DISTRICT
{:t\1rs. Chester Fairman in 1968 wrote " History
of Applegate Methodist Church" from which
I have excerpted the following article.}
"The Methodist Episcopal Church at Anderson
(later named Applegate in 1890) was
organized about 1885. Rev. C.W. Gray, Rev.
Bundy, a United Brethren preacher, and a Mr.
Mann, a Salvation Army worker, combined to
hold a revival meeting which resulted in the
organization of tis church. The church was
built in the year 1886.
The land was
purchased from Benjamin Bond for $50.00 and
recorded July 13, 1887 as Village of
Anderson . ...
" In the history of our church, it must be
mentioned about Washington and Ridge
churches. They have both been sold and the
money and some members transferred to our
church.
"The Washington Church was organized after
the fire of 1881 . They began to solicit the
money New Years Day 1882 and it was built
that year. The Washington Church, however,
was closed in 19 14. The church ws sold and
moved to tiuei for $500 and the amount
transferred to the Applegate Church.
" The Ridge Church was organized around
1860 and was part ofthe Port Sanilac Circuit.
The class worshiped at the Ridge School
house until I 880 when the church was
dedicated in August. The great fire of 1881
was stopped just a mile from the Ridge so the
church was not burned. The Ridge and Mt.
Pleasant church came on the Applegate charge
in 1911. .. . The Ridge Church was closed after
1921 and remained closed until 1947 when it
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was sold and transferred to Applegate
Church .. .
"In the year 1921 the church was remodeled.
It was raised up and a full basement in two
parts was put in. The west part was finished
and used. The east part remained unfinished
until Jan. 1957. The building was made longer
and wider. The addition at the east side made
a vestibule, Sunday School room and cloak
room or choir room. When the center doors
are open the seating capacity is about 225.
This was also the year that the stained glass
windows and folding doors were installed .. .
"The flags were donated during the Second
World War. The Christian flag was donated
by Mr. & Mrs. John Stecker and the American
flag was donated by the community. These
flags were replaced March 1965 for Easter in
order to have the American 50 star flag ...

***
TECHUMSEH UNiTED METHODIST
ADRIAN DISTRICT
PASTOR'S EXCHANGE

{ln recent years the practice of pastoral
exchanges is a very enriching experience for
both churches and should be recorded in its
respective church history. The following news
release appeared in The Tecumseh Herald on
August 27, 1998.}
"This is really the adventure of our lifetimes,"
said the Rev. Graham T hompson who has been
on a six week pastoral exchange with the Rev.
Jim Schwandt of the Techumseh United
Methodist Church.

Schwandt is currently serving Thompson's
church in Southwell, England . The pastors
exchanged churches in mid-July.
Southwell is approximately the same size as
Techumseh and is primarily a rural community.
The town is actually located in the famed
Sherwood Forest, just north of Nottingham.
The exchange, arranged through the World
Methodist Council, was an opportunity for
both Thompson and Schwandt to learn how
churches are run in other countries. It also
provided and opportunity for the ministers to
experience another culture.
The 40-year old brought with him a great deal
of experience. Thompson attended Wesley
College in Bristol, England and began his
ministry in 1986. He has ministered at his
present position in Southwell since 1991,
overseeing five churches and working as a
school chaplain.
Graham was accompanied on the trip by his
wife, Alison, two sons, Adam and Andrew,
and in-laws, Brian and Joan Davies. While in
the states, the Thompsons and Davies have
had the opportunity to visit Niagra Falls,
Greenfield Village, and many other regional
attractions. Monday they will be flying to
Florida to spend a week at Walt Disney World,
a sure treat for their eight and five year old
sons.

***
"KITCHEN CANARIES"
In the current issue of Historian's Digest
Robert Drew Simpson mentions a prominent
"Methodist Pastor in the 1920's affectionately
called the women of his church ... his "Kitchen
Canaries" I am interested in gearing how else
they have been identified. Write to me!

