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PRE-CONFERENCE MEETING
MAY 19,2000
You are invited. on the morning of the opening
of the Detroit Annual Conference, May 19,
from 9 a.m. to noon to attend the session of
the Friends of the Archives and the Committee
on Archives and History. We will meet in
Stephenson Lounge, North Hall on the Adrian
College campus.

Winter 2000
We are privileged to have as our morning
presenter Dr. Francis Blouin the Director of
the Bentley Historical Library, University of
Michigan. He will discuss his work of
conducting an inventory and developing a
guide to the Vatican Library as well as some
nuts and bolts suggestions for local church
historians.

****
NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION
CONVOCATION 2000
This years Archives and History Convocation
will be held July 10-13 on the historic campus
of Iowa Wesleyan College in Mt. Pleasant,
Iowa. There will be a variety of presentations
on subjects of historical interest to United
Methodists. Tours will take us to several
interesting spots including the Lewelling
Quaker House which was a ticket office for
the underground railroad.
Everyone is
For further
welcome to participate.
information contact your editor.

* ***
NORTH CENTRAL JURISDICTION
CONVOCATION IN 2002
Planning is well under way for the Detroit
Conference Committee on Archives and
History to host this convocation July 8-11 ,
2002. The place will be at Michigan
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Technological University in the Upper
Peninsula.
The theme is "The Cornish
Connection to Michigan Methodism." Susan
Pellowe, a Bard of Cornwall, is committed to
be one of the presenters. We will learn why so
many clergy came from Cornwall England and
their contribution to Michigan Methodism.

In 1922, the old Gleaner Hall was purchased
for $800. Located east of the Churc~ the hall
was tom down and the lumber used to help
build an annex on the east side of the church.
A motion picture machine was purchased in
1923 and movies were shown publicly for a
few years. The first wedding was that of Ira
Schofield and Esther Tottingham on June 23,
1940.

****
EARLY DAYS
HALE METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH
[The following account appeared in the
History of Plainfield Township, Iosca County
published in 1968. It was written by Addie
Schofield and Marie Webb.]
Around the year 1900, the Methodist
adherents held services in the Baptist Church
on alternate Sundays. This arrangement
continued until 1904, when the Methodist
Episcopal congregation moved to the
township hall

The old wooden pews were replaced by
folding seats. Later they were sold to the Hale
School and used at the community building
until it burned. New pews were purchased in
1955 with cushioned seats.
Stain glass
windows were installed as memorials. In
1960, construction was started on the
educational building. It contained a large
multi-purpose room, three Sunday School
rooms and a kitchen.
The ground breaking ceremony for the new
sanctuary took place May 23, 1965. The
educational unit was used for services until the
sanctuary was ready. The old church was
demolished ....

****
On February 7, 1902, the "Articles of
incorporation of the First Methodist Church of
Hale~· were drawn up and signed by the
following: Simon Hetchler, Mrs. E.
Armstrong, Mrs. T. Staples, Louise Hetchler,
Thomas Staples, Milton Keyes, E.A.
Armstrong, Alfred S. Waite, Alison S. Waite,
Mary Waite and Addie Waite Schofield.
Addie Schofield is the only living charter
member.
In July 1902, the present site was obtained
from Stacey Yawger. In October 1905, the
congregation voted to erect a one-room
building that was completed and dedicated in
1910. In 1917, the Rev. Kenzie, being a
carpenter, added the vestibule and belfiy.
Soon after a bell was purchased and installed.

BELIEVE IT!
[The following anecdote was discovered in a
scrapbook of Reverend David Caster, 18401929.]
The All-Prevailing Name
A half-starved old Indian once came into a
frontier settlement, begging for food. He said
that he had no money, but he had one thing
about his person which he had carried for
nearly half a century. Being urged to exhibit
his treasure, he drew from his bosom a small
piece of deer-skin, in which was found
inclosed an honorable discharge from the
Continental army, signed by George
Washington. That name, so influential with
the American people, this poor red man had
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facility.

****
carried, all ignorant of the potency to unlock
the hearts of white men, and to prove his right
to a pension. How many a hungry, fainting
Christian is carrying the precious name of
Jesus carefully folded in a napkin, instead of
spreading it out before the throne of the Father
as his prevailing plea for that fullness entitles
him - a pension here, and a bounty lands in
heaven hereafter!
"Take the name of Jesus with you,
Child of sorrow and woe -It will joy and comfort give you,
Take it, then, where'er you go.
Precious name, 0 how sweet!
Hope of earth and joy of heaven."

****
HOW DO I SUPPORT THE
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES?
Simply choose one of the membership
categories and make out a check payable to
"Friends of the Archives", and then forward
your check to our Treasurer. Simple, isn't it?
~1EJvffiERSHIP

Regular:
Sustaining (2 years):
Supporting (5 years)
Life (one time)

CATEGORIES
$ 6.00 per year
$ 15.00
$ 30.00
$100.00

Make checks payable to "Friends of the
Archives" and send to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
316 E. Michigan Ave
Clinton, Michigan 49236

Consider a gift membership for a family
member, friend, colleague, or local church
library!

Thank you for your support in this time of
transition while we were in a temporary

EVANGELICAL CHURCH IN
MICHIGAN
[Several years ago Reverend Marvin Jewell
forwarded to the Archives t he Michigan
Conference of the Evangelical Church, 75 1h
Session, May 17-21,1939. The following is
taken from an article in it written by Reverend
W.H. Watson, Conference Historian for the
Michigan Conference of the Evangelical
Church.]
One hundred years ago the Evangelical Church
began work in Michigan. Seventy-five years
ago the conference was organized.
Rev. Solomon Altimos was the first
Evangelical minister to preach in Michigan.
Licensed by the East Pennsylvania Conference
in 1833, he served three years under
appointment in thee Conference. Due to ill
health he could not continue in the pastorate.
He came to Michigan during the later part of
183 8, settling in Ash township, a few miles
He
from Carleton in Monroe County.
organized the first Evangelical congregation in
Michigan at Port Creek near the end of the
year in 1838. He was the first Evangelical
minister to preach in Detroit.
Rev, George Kaag was the first Evangelical
minister under appointment in Michigan, being
appointed to the Ann Arbor Mission in 1845
by the Ohio Conference. He was re-appointed
in 1846. He extended his circuit until it
reached from Adrian in Lenawee County, to
East Raisinville in Monroe County, to
Ypsilant, Ann Arbor and Freedom in
Washtenaw County, to Waterloo in Jackson
County, to Eckford and Marshall in Calhoun
County, to Park, Flatbush and Centerville in
St. Joseph County. He appears to have had
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from thirty to forty preaching places, extended
over about three hundred miles- and - no Ford
to travel in.
Rev. J.C. Zinzer was the first presiding elder
to serve under appointment in Michigan.
The Michigan Conference was organized in
Carey, Ohio. There were sixteen pastoral
charges in the newly formed Conference. Ten
ministers from the Ohio Conference accepted
appointment in Michigan, Daniel Strohman,
presiding elder, Jonas Borough, D. C. Rohland,
Geo. Doll, Christopher Roehm, J.M. Fuchs,
J.M. Haug, S. S. Henne, John Meek, and Carl
Deike. From the Indiana Conference six
ministers were appointed to Michigan, Andrew
Nicolai, presiding elder, J. Paulen, R. Riegel,
M. Alspach, C. Ude and M. Speck.
Conference auxiliaries were organized as
follows:
Conference Missionary Society 1865
Conference Church Extension Society 1878
Conference Fire Insurance Society 1888
Conference Student Aid Society 1912
Conference Deaconess Society 1912
At its first session the Michigan Conference
reported 14 itinerant ministers, 16 local
ministers, 16 churches valued at $13,4000.00,
four parsonages valued at $2,400.00. There
were I414 church members. There
were 14 Sunday Schools with II 0 officers and
teachers, 373 scholars and 727 volumes in the
Sunday School libraries, almost two books in
the library for every scholar in the Sunday
School.

****

Here is some basic information about our
Detroit Conference United Methodist Archives
that may help you in your local church or
research projects. The archives are located on
the campus of Adrian College within the
Shipman Library.

- How The Archives Can Help 1. Assist church historians to :
a. Preserve records and
photographs.
b. Write your church history.
c. Assist in planning for Heritage.
Sunday and other anniversaries.
2. Provide biography and memoirs of
pastors.
3. Provide historical information for your
church if the information has been forwarded
to the Archives in the past.
4. Provide copies of materials and
information from records of closed
churches that are in our archives,
including baptismal dates, church
membership, deaths, and marriages.
5. Provide names and addresses of other
state's United Methodist Archives
and the location for Methodist
shrines and historical places.
- How You Can Help The Archives 1. Make sure your church history is on file
in the archives.
2. Send church history up-dates.
3. Send celebration booklets, pictorial
directories, membership, baptism, marriage
and death lists.
4. Send lists of pastors who have served
your church, pictures, and other information.
5. Send record books for closed churches to
the archives for permanent safe storage and
accessibility.
6. Let us know the location of record books
from closed churches.

****
WHAT DO YOU KNOW
ABOUT THE ARCHIVES?
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103rd ANNIVERSARY
OF THE CHRISTIAN FLAG
On September 26, 2000 the idea for a
Christian flag will be 103 years old. It is
probably now displayed in over 250,000
churches.
The story of how the Christian flag came into
reality is that a guest speaker failed to show up
at Brighton Chapel, Coney Island, N.Y. Out
of
necessity,
the
Sunday
School
superintendent, Charles C. Overton, filled the
time by describing his dream for a Christian
flag. That was September 26, 1897. On the
next Sunday there was unfurled a flag in the
front of the church that was just as he had
described the previous Sunday. A New York
flag manufacturer had sewn the flag during the
week.
I do not know the author or the background
for the "Pledge to the Christian Flag." I
remember as a child repeating the following:
"I pledge allegiance to the Christian Flag and
to the Savior for whose kingdom it stands.
One Savior cmcified. risen and coming again,
with life and liberty for all who believe. "

I can't remember when I heard or said it last.
Can you?

****
EARLY DAYS AT
NORTH WEST VENICE
METHODIST CHURCH
[Mrs. Jerie Furness forwarded the following
history of the Northwest Venice United
Methodist Church covering the period of 1889
through 1989. I was immediately impressed
by the style that Allen Tobey employed in the
writing of this history. ]

The year is 1889, the fourth Sunday of
August. It's a beautiful, wann morning, not a
cloud in the sky. A young couple with their
two small children are riding in a horse drawn
carriage. The young husband is loosely
holding on to the reins of his team, they don't
need to be guided down the long dirt path
called Geeck Road. They are trotting at the
same easy pace that they have been for the
past several miles. The sweat from their
bodies makes their brown hair glisten in the
wann sun.
The man is leaning back
comfortably in the wooden seat with his feet
propped up on the foot rest, his worn shoes
shining as best they can. His face is tan from
long days in the sun and his hands are rough
and callused from even longer days at work.
But, his eyes are sparkling and there' s a warm
smile on his face. His young wife, who is
sitting upright on the other end of the seat,
brushes back a small lock of red hair which has
fallen across her forehead from beneath her
bonnet. Sleeping peacefully on her lap is their
infant daughter. A small boy is sitting proudly
between his parents. His feet swing back and
forth, unable to touch either the floor or the
foot rest. He too is excited and the mischief
can be seen in his eyes as he thinks about the
fun he's going to have at his relatives house
today. He vaguely remembers making this
journey the previous year. This morning his
papa told him that they are going to visit
relatives in Venice Township like they do
every fourth Sunday in August. But this year
they are going to meet them at their new
church, the Long Church.
As the father looks up he can see the green
steeple roof of the new church contrasted by
the blue sky background. Apparently the halfacre plot of land the church stood on was
donated by Noah and Emmaline Long, who
live just down Wilkinson Road. Getting
closer, he can see the church in detail. It was
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a pleasant change from the fruit orchard so
familiar on the comer of Wilkinson and Geeck.
The white frame building has wood siding and
green trim and green shutters at the windows.
Green wooden shingles decorated the gables
and unpainted wooden shingles roof the
structure. The sound of a bell drew their
attention to the belfry, where the bell was
ringing to announce the start of Sunday
School. The steeple is topped off with a
combination weather vane/lightening rod with
a glass top. Around the church yard are a few
small trees that have been recently planted.
Already tied up to hitching posts, which go
along the North and East sides of the church,
are several horses still fastened to the vehicles
they pulled to church. After taking care of the
horses the family walked up to the church.
Upon entering they were greeted with many
warm smiles, friendly faces and hearty
handshakes. Just inside the door is an entry
way, a place to hang coats and hats. Being
such a beautiful day, the room was empty of
those items. After introductions and greetings
were made, the young mother Jed the way
through a door into another part of the church.
The room has a wood floor and a cathedral
ceiling. A gas lamp is hanging from the ceiling
in the center of the room. On the other side of
the room stands a coal stove, and to the left is
a large archway leading to the sanctuary. On
each side of the archway are folding doors to
close the back room and use it for classes.
Just inside the sanctuary and to the left stands
another coal stove. An aisle, sloping down the
middle of the sanctuary to the front, divides
the pews, five on each side. On the platform
stands a pump organ to the left, a pulpit in
front of the aisle, and three chairs evenly
spaced behind the pulpit. The platform
stretches from the West side, across the front,
East about three-quarters of the width. In the
quarter without the platform stands a third

coal stove. There is a railing on the platform
in front of the pulpit and also around the
comer part way across the East side. All the
windows have frosted glass and the two in
front each have a kerosene lamp on their sill.
The upper walls are plaster with wainscoting
at the bottom. Seats, which are fastened to the
wainscoting to be used for overflow, can fold
down when not in use. These stretch along
the East and West walls. On the East wall
near the front, hangs a clock, its pendulum
slowly swinging back and forth. From the
ceiling hangs four gas lamps, two on either
side of the aisle.
Everyone went to their respective classes for
Sunday School. Afterwards Reverend James
Riley preached an inspiring sermon. When it
was over, the people stayed and talked for
almost an hour. The infant was cooed over,
and the young boy was pinched in the cheek
and told how much he had grown. The people
of the congregation were friendly, and were
interested in finding out what the visiting
family had been doing since they had seen
them the year previous in the Wilkinson
Schoolhouse where they Had been meeting
for worship. The congregation was also eager
to tell them all that had taken place in the past
year and how the church had been built by
George Chavey Sr., with the help of William
Quay, Sam Galloway, John Galloway, and
Ethan Doane. The bell, which was as wide as
the wagon box, was brought by church men
with horse and wagon.
After a while the peoyie started leaving and
the visitors got ready to go to their relatives'
for the remainder of the day. As the father
was driving out of the churchyard, he looked
back on the things that had happened the past
few hours. He realized the love that each
member of the congregation had expressed to
each other and to him and his family and knew
that the church would be there for a long time.

