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Archivist Matthew May resigned at the
end of March when he and his wife received new job offers and moved their
family to Massachusetts. Rebecca
McNitt had been serving as a volunteer
assistant and was named the Interim
Archivist. Working with the chair of the
Detroit Conference Commission on Archives and History, Rebecca started creating a plan of action for the archives,
setting short and long-term goals.
Projects that Rebecca and a volunteer
assistant have been working on include:
 Handling a steady stream of reference inquiries focusing primarily on
local church history, clergy members, and the baptisms or marriages
of individual church members
 Creating a database listing the
books located in the Archives
 Updating the clergy index, originally
created by Jim and Charlotte Simmons
 Moving unprocessed manuscript
collections from the office area to the
stack annex and gaining preliminary
control over the extensive processing backlog
 Consolidating several sequences of
clergy biographical files into a single
alphabetical file
 Arranging for a new website and a

permanent archive e-mail address
Continuing the long-term process of
restoring order to collections that
were disrupted during the 2004 Adrian College Library flood and its
cleanup
Creating the Archives’ first finding
aids for manuscript collections

We have plans in place to design and
implement a new website which will include information about the Archives and
the history of Michigan Methodism along
with collection finding aids/indexes and
digitized holdings. Processing the unprocessed collections is also a serious
concern. Since the Archives also holds
many rare publications of Michigan and
national conferences of the United Methodist Church and its predecessors
(Methodist Episcopal Church, Methodist
Protestant Church, Evangelical Association/Church, Church of the United Brethren in Christ, and Evangelical United
Brethren Church), we also hope to add
our printed holdings to the Adrian College Library catalog to make them
known to a wider audience.
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Recent Acquisitions

After the Flood



Records of closed
churches in Bennington, Middlebury, and
Inkster



Detroit East and Detroit
West District records



Audio CDs for the 2009
and 2010 Detroit Annual Conference sessions
and the 2010 School for
Pastoral Ministry

As many of you know, June 16, 2004
was a traumatic day for the Detroit Conference United Methodist Archive. On
that day, Adrian College Librarian Noelle
Keller was forced to call outgoing archivist James Simmons and incoming archivist Matthew Herbst and inform them
of the three feet of water filling the basement of the Adrian College’s Shipman
Library. The materials in the archive
were sent out and professionally freezedried.



Port Huron District
United Methodist Women records



Owendale United Methodist Church 100th anniversary history booklet



Records and publications from the magazine Michigan Christian
Advocate (Our set of
that publication is now
complete!)



Three volumes of membership records, baptisms, and marriages of
Central United Methodist Church of Sault
Sainte Marie (18731911) and indexes compiled by church members Marv & Charlene
DeWitt

The task of reorganizing the materials
and putting them back into order is still a
daunting task. The materials were so

disorganized in many cases that we are
only now discovering where they have
been misfiled. Some materials are still
missing. We are slowly but surely finding lost materials, re-foldering them, reboxing them, and relabeling boxes.
Once that is complete we create finding
aids and location guides to help us retrieve the materials easily when they are
needed for reference.
We began this process by simplifying the
arrangement of materials. Our first step
was to combine the active, inactive, and
bishop files into one single alphabetical
clergy file. Now we have started combining closed and open local church files
into a single sequence. We’ve also
been working on cleaning up other sections as we discover new materials.
There are still many projects to work on.
There is a large collection of books
which is partially cataloged. We would
like to put the books into a single sequence and complete the cataloging. In
addition, there are several hundred feet
of manuscript material that needs to be
processed. We are periodically digitizing
materials, but would someday like to do
something on a grander scale.
If you would like to volunteer for any projects at the archives, please let us know
by contacting us at
dcumcarchives@adrian.edu.

Photo courtesy of Matthew T. Herbst

2 0 1 1 B a u g h m a n A wa r d P r e s e n t a t i o n
On October 17, 2011, Marilyn
McNitt, Chair of the Commission on Archives and History,
and Rebecca McNitt, Interim
Archivist, presented the
Baughman History Award to
David Knisely and the rest of
the History Committee of
North Lake United Methodist
Church prior to their Charge
Conference. Congratulations
North Lake United Methodist
Church!
Photo courtesy of North Lake United Methodist Church
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J. A . B a u g h m a n C h u r c h H i s t o r y
A wa r d A p p l i c a t i o n Fo r m
Detroit Annual Conference Commission on
Archives and History
Deadline: March 1, 2013
The Commission on Archives and History sponsors an annual church history competition named in honor of Rev. J.A. Baughman, a
prominent founder of Methodist churches in
southeastern Michigan in the nineteenth century.
Send in a written history, a video history, or even
the link to a website detailing the story of your
church. The Commission recognizes the best entry at Annual Conference.
Contestants are under no strict guidelines. Past
entries have included formal written histories
complete with oral histories, video interviews with
longtime congregants and church historians, photographs, building histories, video/audio recordings of sermons and special services, and all of
the above. The only limitation is your imagination.
If your church would like to participate in the Detroit Conference’s church history competition, please fill out this application and submit it, along with your church’s entry, to
the Conference Archivist at the address listed below. Questions and comments concerning the competition may also be sent to the Conference Archivist.

Church Information
Name of church:
Address:
Phone:
E-mail:
Church website (if applicable):
Contact person/phone, e-mail:
Format (circle all that apply): Print

Video (DVD/VHS) Website

Other

Date history was compiled
Submit application and entry to:
Conference Archivist
Archive of the Detroit Conference of the United Methodist Church
Shipman Library, Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221

Send in a:
 written history
 video history
 Photographs
 recordings
 link to a website
detailing the story
of your church
 something new!
The Commission recognizes the best entry
at Annual Conference.
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Annual Conference Meeting 2012
Join us for our Annual Conference meeting at 1:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 17,
2012 in the Hickman Conference
Room of the Caine Student Center.
Our speaker will be Rev. John Park.

there, ready to learn more about Rev.
Park’s adventures in collecting.

Rev. Park will be doing a talk about
one of his hobbies, the collecting of
Michigan Methodist Church postcards. Archivist Rebecca McNitt will
be assisting him with his presentation
by digitizing the postcards and combining them into a PowerPoint
presentation. We hope to see you

Annual
Conference
Meeting

May 17, 2012
1:00PM

Hickman Conference
Room Caine Student Center

Postcard courtesy of Rev. John Park

Annual Conference 2011
Annual Conference 2011 was a busy
time in the archives. We opened the
Archives on Thursday at 9 am and
stayed open until 4 pm. Over the next
two days, we used the same schedule.
Although Annual Conference was over
on Sunday, we opened the Archives on
Monday by special request.
Over these four days, we had thirty-six
researchers. This may not seem like a
huge number of people, but with our one
table and six chairs, we were pretty

crowded. Some researchers were looking for information about their churches
or trying to figure out what they should
donate to their church files. Several
ministers looked into their clergy files or
examined what clergy files consist of, so
that they could submit information. Other people were just interested to see
what types of information we had available.
We hope to see more of you this coming
May!

N o r t h C e n t r a l Ju r i s d i c t i o n C o n v o c a t i o n
The North Central Jurisdiction Convocation on Archives and History was held
July 11-14 in Winona, Minnesota. The
Detroit Conference was represented by
Archives and History Chair Marilyn
McNitt, Commission Member Linda
Schram, Interim Archivist Rebecca
McNitt, and archives volunteer Bill
McNitt.
Archives and Commission members from
the Dakotas, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Illinois, and both Michigan conferences attended. This convocation involved several field trips, including one to
the Winona Historical Museum, where

we witnessed the move of an antique
fire engine from the fire station to its
new home at the museum. We visited
a number of small country churches,
one of which provided us with a lunch
that sparked an argument over the difference between Swedish and Norwegian meatballs. According to one of the
Norwegians at the conference, they are
the same!
Next year, the Jurisdictional Convocation is scheduled to be in Indiana. We
look forward to seeing what exciting
events they have planned!
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Conference Cane

A r c h iv i s t ’s R e p o r t
I have had a lot of people ask me, “Why
is it important to have an archive?”,
“Why does the Detroit Conference have
an archive?”, and “Why should I help this
archive?”
1. “Why is it important to have an archive?”
Archives are repositories of shared
history. The National Archives hold
treasures like the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill
of Rights. They protect these treasures
so that they are still available for future
generations.
2. “Why does the Detroit Conference
have an archive?”
Simply put? This conference has an
archive because the Discipline says it
should. In addition to that, we have an
archive so there is a place to house, organize, and protect the items that make
this conference what it is. We have records from the Detroit Conference of the
United Methodist Church and its predecessors. Our archive has records of
baptisms, marriages, and deaths from
some of its churches. We are the collective memory and record of this Conference.
3. “Why should I help this archive?”
For an answer to this question, I’m
going to turn to one of my curator/
archivist/historian predecessors, Ralph
Harper, who recognized that we get
many reference letters assuming that we
magically receive all materials from all
sources without any effort and joked in
1972 that he had to send out reference
responses like this:

Dear Mrs….:
Your letter asking for historical material on the Rip Van Winkle Church,
Sleepy Hollow, Michigan, was received.
We are glad that you are planning your
Anniversary Celebration. I am sorry to
have to report that I have checked our
materials on your church and find only
one item. This is a clipping from “The
Michigan Christian Advocate” which reports that in 1929, you had a very successful chicken supper to raise money
for repair of the front steps. This is hardly what you want for your Anniversary
Sunday bulletin.
The big problem? It isn’t much of a joke.
For every church for which we have an
enormous file, such as Caro United
Methodist Church, we have other
churches for which our file might consist
of a single piece of paper from a local
newspaper or The Michigan Christian
Advocate. Unless the churches send us
material, we have no way of knowing
that 2012 is the bicentennial of the
Sleepy Hollow United Methodist Church
and therefore are unable to provide any
of its parishioners with any of their desired materials. We try to do our part,
talking to church secretaries, talking to
you when we meet you, but the fact is
there are more than four hundred open
churches in this conference, and I am
one person. The only way we can make
this operation work smoothly is if everyone works together to make the archive
as comprehensive as possible, whether
that is by submitting materials or by volunteering a few times a year.

Detroit Conference Cane Background
The Detroit Conference Cane, pictured
at right, is not only historical because of
the individuals who have held it, and because of its age, but also because of its
actual composition. The body of the
cane is made from wood from the church
in Adrian where the Detroit Conference
was founded. The cane contains wooden inlays from: the first Methodist
Church building in River Rouge, the

desk of Seth Reed, the tree that overlooks the grave of Barbara Heck, and
the building in which Judson Collins was
converted to Methodism.

Photograph courtesy of the Detroit Conference Archives

The Conference Cane was
started in 1904 to celebrate
100 years of Methodism in
Michigan. The Cane is
presented to the oldest
member of the Conference
who has “served in the
Detroit Conference under
the appointment of the
Bishop for thirty-five or
more years.”

Holders
1904 - Francis A, Blades
1905 - Seth Reed
1924 - Philip J. Wright
1928 - David Casler
1929 - David B. Millar
1941 - James E. Jacklin
1944 - Samuel Graves
1948 - George F. Tripp
1950 - Thomas M. Mott
1951 - Carl S. Risley
1953 - David N. Earl
1954 - Edwin D. Dimond
1959 - James T. Stephens
1960 - H. Addis Leeson
1964 - R.C.G. Williams
1966 - Charles A. Bragg
1967 - William A. Gregory
1971 - Frank M. Purdy
1973 - Henry I. Voelker
1975 - Russell D. Hopkins
1984 - Benjamin F. Holme
1990 - Myron R. Everett
1993 - George M. Jones
1998 - Walter C.B. Saxman
2002 - Ira L. Wood
2003 - Alvin Burton
2005 - Konstantin Wipp
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The New Archivist

H a p p y ( b e l a t e d ) B i r t h d a y, R e v. W i p p !

Rebecca McNitt served as
the Interim Archivist after
the resignation of Matt
May in March. In the fall
the Commission appointed
a search committee. Rev.
Dr. Sherry Parker chaired
the committee which included Linda Schram, a
member of the Commission, and Sharon Scott,
secretary-treasurer of the
Friends, to select a permanent replacement for Matt.
Kristin Phillips of the
Brighton United Methodist
Church also served and
aided the committee in the
all aspects of the search.
Several candidates applied
and the search committee
conducted interviews in
December.

On November 15th of last year, the current holder of the Detroit
Conference Cane, Rev. Konstantin Wipp, turned 99!

The committee selected
Rebecca to fill the position
of Archivist on a permanent basis. Rebecca is a
graduate of Albion College
with a master’s degree
from the University of
Michigan School of Information. In addition to her
part-time work at the Conference archives, she is
also part of the digitization
team at the Gerald R. Ford
Presidential Library in Ann
Arbor. Rebecca is excited
to be able to continue the
many initiatives she has
already launched at the
Detroit Conference Archives.
The Commission is also
pleased to announce that
as of January 1, 2012, the
Archivist will work fourteen hours per week (an
increase of two hours),
with the hope of eventually
making it a half-time position.

Rev. Wipp was born November 15, 1912 in Torgu, Estonia. He attended the Union
Scandinavian School of Theology, as well as taking
courses in English and German. He was admitted as a
minister in July 1939 by the
Baltic and Slavic Annual
Conference at Tallinn, Estonia. Rev. Wipp served appointments at
Narva (1939-1940) and Tartu (19401944), in Estonia. He was ordained a
deacon and elder at Gävle, Sweden in
June 1948, having left Estonia in 1944.
While in Sweden he served appoint-

ments at the Bjärges Charge in Gotland
(1947-1948) and OdeshögHästholmen (1948-1949).
Rev. Wipp moved to the United States in 1949. His first
appointment in the Detroit
Conference was at Grace
Methodist Church in Marquette
(1949-1951). He later served
at Grand Marais: McMillan
(1951-1954), Norway (19541957), L’Anse (1957-1965),
Escanaba: First & Bark River
(1965-1969), Gwinn/
Ishpeming: Salisbury (1969-1974) and
Munising (1974-1978). He retired from
the Detroit Conference in 1978.
Rev. Wipp has held the Conference
Cane since 2005.

M y s t e r y S o l ve d !
One of the
big questions asked
by visitors
to the archives is
“Who is the
man in that
painting?”
Until October 2011, I
had been
forced to
respond to
this inquiry with an apology and an admission that I had no idea who he was.
I knew from talking to former Conference Archivist Matt May that the painting was of a long-term minister at Detroit Metropolitan United Methodist
Church. I started looking in the conference journals to try and determine some
long-term ministers at the church so that
we could search through their clergy
files for pictures to see if they resembled the painting.
After this plan failed, I started looking
through the folders for Detroit Metropoli-

tan, hoping that maybe I would find a
complete list of ministers from the church.
In the search through this folder, I found a
picture that contained a man who resembled the subject of the painting. When I
opened the folder for Rev. Merton S.
“Mike” Rice, I discovered that not only
was he the man in the painting, but the
photograph on which the painting was
based was in the folder.
Rev. Rice became the minister at what is
now Detroit Metropolitan in 1913 and
served there for thirty years, until his
death in 1943. The painting was created
several years after his death from a photograph of him. In addition to having
served for thirty years at the church, Rev.
Rice oversaw the building of the current
church in 1926 after the previous church
had been destroyed by fire. He was also
the minister at the point that Detroit Metropolitan became the largest Methodist congregation in the country in 1943, before
losing that title to the Methodist Episcopal
Church in Houston.
The painting now hangs in a prominent
spot in the archives.
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Web N e w s
You may remember that in our last issue, we referenced the fact that we
would soon be going live with our new
website. As of this newsletter, it is still
not online, but it is much closer than it
has been. We are hoping to launch the
website later this year, as it needs to be
approved by the Conference before we
can make it live. When it is finally available, you will be able to find it at
umcarchives.adrian.edu/.

This new website will feature helpful
hints (directions to the archives, our
hours), reference aids (finding aids, links
to catalogs), as well as a digital library,
featuring some interesting pieces from
our collection. These pieces include
writings of Detroit Conference ministers,
as well as all of the issues of The Historical Messenger (dating back to 1972!)
We hope that in addition to making it
easier for you to access our information,
this website will allow us to expand the
public’s knowledge of us. We want to
make ourselves better known to the Detroit Conference, as well as building
stronger connections with other Methodist archives across the country.

Questions about the
content of this
newsletter and research
queries may be directed
to:
Detroit Conference of the
United Methodist Church
Shipman Library
Adrian College
110 S. Madison St.
Adrian, MI 49221
(517) 265-5161 x4429
dcumcarchives@adrian.edu

Please let us know if you have any special requests for items to show up on our
website.

Fr i e n d s o f t h e A r c h ive

Extended online
content coming
soon!

Donations of historical materials to the archive collection may be made after
consultation with the archivist. Monetary donations are welcome by joining the “Friends
of the Archive” group, which sponsors memberships of one year for $6, two years for
$15, five years for $30, and a lifetime membership of $100. Payment by check
(payable to “Friends of the Archive”) and member information can be sent to:
Sharon Scott, Treasurer
214 E. Michigan Ave.
Clinton, MI 49236
“Friends of the Archive” is a non-profit group that supports the Archive and the mission
of historical preservation of documents and material pertaining to the Detroit
Conference. Your support is necessary to sustain the Archive and bridge the past,
present, and future.

Marilyn McNitt –
Chair

Rebecca McNitt Archivist

Detroit Conference Archives
Shipman Library
Adrian College
110 S. Madison Street
Adrian, Michigan 49221

If you would like to receive The Historical
Messenger electronically, please e-mail us
at dcumcarchives@adrian.edu!

