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NEW RESOURCE

While attending the North Central
Jurisdiction training event I was
privileged to preview the new video
put out by the General Commission on
Archives
and History.
It
is
entitled
"MEMORY
AND
MINISTRY:
CARING FOR YOUR CHURCH'S

HERITAGE.~

This is a 30-minute video to help
Local
Church
Historians
and
Committees on Records and History
determine the work they need to do
to
preserve
the
congregation's
historical
records,
documents,
photographs , and artifacts.
The
video is divided into segments which
allow the viewer to concentrate on
specific tasks in the work of
collection,
arrangement,
and
preservation.
A helpful guide
accompanies the video . Viewers are
also
urged
to
secure
the
NEW
Guidelines booklet for the Local
Church Historian titled, "Caring for
Your Church's Heritage," available
from Cokesbury for $1.95.
You may
order
the
video
for
$13.75
(including shipping and handling)
from :
EcuFilm
810 Twelfth Avenue, South
Nashville, TN 37203

* * *

HERITAGE SUNDAY
APRIL 27, 1997

The theme suggested for 1997 is
"United
Methodist
Witnesses
Jesus Christ: Women."

for

The witness of women in the Un ited
Methodist Church is one of service
and struggle. Women and men of good
will have worked together to open
doors so that all women can answer
God's
call
to
preach,
teach,
minister, and heal.
Women in a ll the predecessors of the
United Methodist Church were in the
forefront of the mission movement,
of education, and of social reform.
John
Wesley
relied
heavily
on
women's support of his ministries.
THE commitment of women to the
Methodist, Evangelical, and United
Brethren churches was responsible in
large part for their growth in the
United States. Today, women in Asia
and Africa unite with their American
sisters in service and struggle.
Women's stories in the local church
ar e sometimes hidden in the written
record and in the congregation's
collective memory.
When we look
closely, we find women everywhere:
in prayer circles and missionary
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societies, sewing curtains for the
parsonage and raising money for a
new roof, singing, teaching, and
preaching .
Some
women
have
dedicated
themselves
to
quiet
service while others have been
pioneers in opening new fields of
minist ry for their sisters.
This
Heritage Sunday your church can
rejoice in the ministry of our
foremothers even as it learns from
their struggles. BEGIN NOW TO PLAN
HOW YOUR CHURCH CAN CELEBRATE WOMEN
ON HERITAGE SUNDAY.
A valuable new resource is "To
Remember and Celebrate:
Worship
Resources
for
Heritage Events.n
Available for $7 . 00 from: General
Commission on Archives and Hi story,
P . O. Box 127, Madison, NJ 07940.

* * *
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY AS MINISTRY

1.

We are STEWARDS of the past .
We have a responsibility to
those whose deeds and words compose
the past to see that their witness,
their stories are recorded and told .
We are to care for and preserve
historical records .
2.
We SERVE God and church by
serving others .
We are to serve the whole
constituency of the church and
community
including
researchers,
genealogyist's, and others .
3 . We help the church CELEBRATE its
history and heritage .
We need to assist the church to
have an attitute about the past
which generates excitement.
4.
We WITNESS to the ways God has

been at work in our h istory and
heritage.
We help our members to identify
and recognize the ways that God has
been at work in our church .
5. God has called u s to TEACH.
We
need
to
educate
our
congregation about our past, but
before we can teach , we must l earn
our history. There are stories from
our church's life that can teach us
and others .
6.
We CHALLENGE the church to
remember that all of us ARE making
history in the present .
WE ARE IN MINISTRY!!
STEWARDS,
SERVANTS,
CELEBRANTS,
WITNESSES ,
TEACHERS, EXHORTERS. WE NEED TO SEE
OURSELVES AS PART OF THE WHOLE
MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH . WE NEED TO
HELP OTHERS SEE OUR WORK AS PART OF
THE MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH.

* * *
160 YEARS OF WORSHIP
NORTH LAKE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

[Flor i ne Brunger sent a copy of
North Lake United Methodist Church's
invitation to the "Ce lebration of
160
years
of
worship. n
The
congregation is celebrating not only
the 160 years of worship but their
130 year old building . They grouped
the ir historical tidbits by decades
illustrating what was presented in
the previous article about
the
History Committee being i n minist ry.
I have excerpted some tibits as
follows . ]
In 1836 The Methodist Episcopal
Society was organized at North Lake
with Charles Glenn as Leader .
The
worship services were held in the
home of John Glenn ...
In 1846 the brothers Charles and
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John Glenn built a 20x26 foot
building h alf way between Webb's
Landing and the present church to
be used for school and church ...
In 1857 John and Jane Glenn deeded
land on which the present buildi ng
stands to the Soc iet y .. .
On January 27, 18 66 a me eting was
called to consider building a new
church .
The present building was
completed during that year by Frank
Staffan at a cost of $2645 . 87 ...
The church was remodeled and the
stain glass windows were installed
at a cost of approximately $1000 in
1907 . The catalyst for the trustees
and Ladies Aid society to vote to
repair and remodel the church was a
reunion meeting in March 1907 in
which several speakers highlighted
the importance of the church on the
community and on the young people of
the community ...

* * *
EXAMPLE OF A CHARGE CONFERENCE
REPORT

[On October 15, 1996 Harriet and
Norman Barnard pres ented the report
of th e Church History Commi ttee to
the Charge Conference of First
United Methodist Church of Troy. I
present i t as an example of the way
one
committee
operated
and
repo rted . ]
The year 1996 ha s been a very
interesting time at Troy First . The
His t ory Committee Members have been
active
in suppl ying information
relating to the ea rly history of our

church
since
it
was
first
established in 1827 . The committee
has located history le tters a nd
photos to discuss with the Church
Adminis t r ative Board at the monthly
meet ings.
Many of the area reports were
selected from documents, pictur es ,
lette rs,
newspapers
and
other
sources and presented to the Ad
Board . These reports when approved
by the Board have been placed in
files donated by Members of the
Church to be used to preserve the
early and recent history of our
church for reference now and in the
future .
The History Committee invites all
membe rs of Troy First who desire
information concerning the early and
more
recent
events,
documents ,
photos and other papers to examine
the files of the Committee in the
basement of our Church .
For this Annual Report of the
Commit tee we bri ng to the attent i on
of all members of Troy First that
our church will celebrate it 170th
anniversary in Troy in 1997 - from a
School House Church on Atkins Road
i n 1827 to the Church on Square Lake
Ro ad in 1862 to our present Church
in 1962 . Pictures taken on Sunday ,
September 16 , 1962 from a little
piper cub airplane s hows how our
present church looks from the a i r .
These are also stored with the other
records of Troy Church History in
the files .
The Square La ke Road Church has
recently been purchased by Troy
Historical Committee and the City of
Troy.
Present plans are fo r it to
be move d to the Troy Vi llage Gr ee ns
on Wa tt les Road.

* * *
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1850 ' S COLLEGE S TUDENT

[During the 1850's Mary Ann Carleton
(sister of the famous Michigan poet
Will Carleton who lived from 1845 to
1912) was a student at the Albion
Female Collegiate Institute which
was affiliated with the Wesleyan
Seminary, the forerunner of Albion
College.
The original of this
letter was in the Hillsdale College
archives .
It offers a glimpse of
the everyday life of a college
student about 150 years ago.)
Albion Oct. 2nd 1853
My Dear Parents:
One week has rolled by sinc e I
arrived at Albion, and thus far I
have had pleasant times .
I joined my classes on Tuesday
morning and I like them very much .
My Algebra comes at eight in the
morning of whi ch Miss Rogers is
teacher. Prayers at nine as usual,
then at ten comes Arithmetic class
taught by Prof . Abbot and at eleven
comes Clarks Grammar taught by Prof .
Donelson, so now you know who my
teachers are, and also that my
recitations
occupy
the
whole
forenoon from e ight o'clock in the
morning until twelve, then I come
home and get my dinner, rest a few
mi nutes, s tudy or play until four
then go to prayers , come home get
tea (colored) water I mean, then
study unt i l I get ready to go to
bed.
Saturday
the re
was
no
recitat i ons so Mi s s Bet ts a nd I
washed togethe r {di d our washing
toget her} and her sister cooked
enough to l as t a week, but I d i d no t
have any cooking to do as I had a
part of my loaf of b r e ad, half of my
pie and a few ca ke s l ef t, now I

guess you will want to know what I
live on , well I will tell you, I
live on "taters" and baked apples,
yes , I have cooked just one slice of
pork s i nce you left, I have pared my
peaches, took the best part of them
and put half as much sugar to them,
and stirred them down.
I have got
my three point basin full left , they
are first rate .
I have got my stocking done and
commenced my white ones.
I have
also made my apron, I have bought
one pound of butter at fifteen cents
pe r pound it will be enough to last
three weeks longer I guess.
I have been to church today, Bro.
Sapp preached from the last clause
of the 15 verse of 12th chapter of
Luke.
I don ' t know what else to
write about for I am tired and can
think of nothing . . ..
dear I wish Wil l ie was l a rge
e nough to write a let t er I know that
he would write every week, wouldn't
you Will i e? ...

0

Give my love Lucy & Ellen, Albert &
e tc . and after you do that give it
to al l the rest of them . Please do
answe r immediately and tell all the
news.
From your affectionate daughter

* * *
METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH
MICHIGAN CONFERENCE

"Order Sheet for D. M. Ferry &
Co 's Standard Seeds " of Detroit,
Mi chigan
was
the
vehicle
for
prese r ving
the
Minutes
of
the
c reat i on of the Michi gan Conference
of the Methodist Protestant Church.
[An
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The scrip made it difficult to make
out the names . The following is my
best transcription.]
The
first
annual
conference
Methodist Protestant Church of the
State of Michigan
July 14th
1842 .
The Ohio Conference of the Methodist
P r o t estant Church agreed with said
proposition that if the State of
Mich could find three ordained
mi nisters in the State of Mi c h they
could form a n annual conferenc e for
them selves . Accordi ngly there was
found at th i s call G. G. Pratt Elder
Laban Smith, E . O. Carles, E . James
... E . B . C . Pa ris, Deacon . Therefore
we agree to f orm ourselves in to the
Annual
Conference
called
the
Michigan
Annual
Conference ,
Methodist
Protestant
Church
embracing all the lower peninsula of
the State of Mich . And the first
northern t i er of counties in the
State of Indianna. Resolved that we
receive into this Conference on
trial 0 . Gregory, B. Bain , W.N .
Beardsley,
R . C.
Lanning ,
J.B .
Wooster, D. Oaks , A . L. Warren, S .
Cranson.
James Gay President.
[On the ve r so of th i s " order form"
i s the not ation that the first
Methodist Protestant Church formed
in Michigan was at Frankl i n in
August 1840 with e i ght membe rs.
A
person never knows where h e will
find
an
invaluable
historical
notation.)

* * *

HISTORY OF AN ORGAN
DOES YOUR ORGAN HAVE A HISTORY?

[Reverend Robert Dobson, retired,
forwarded to the archives some
materials that included the history
of
the organ at
First United
Methodist Church , Menominee . It was
bu i lt by The Hinners Organ Company.
"Cons ervative and practical-minded
in
thought ,
the
Hinners
Organ
Company crafted both custom designed
organs (like First Methodist's) as
well as a variety of standard models
which were sold entirely through
catalog sales ." The following is a
partial story of the organ wh ich was
restored in 1996.]
The organ at First Methodist was not
one of the Hinners ' catalog models,
but rather an organ custom built for
the Menonimee building .
With two
facades, t he organ sits in a chamber
behind the altar with the keydesk
located in the choir area . Directly
behind the keydesk facade pipes is
located the Great division , with all
of i t s pipes exposed .
Immediately
behind this i s the l ouvered box
containing the pipes of the Swell
division . Space being what it was,
the Pedal 16' Bourdon is located to
the left of these divisions where
its large scale pipes stand in very
close proximity to where the organ
pumper is required to perform his
exertions (wi t hin the organ case!).
In th is restoration , which followed
the
Organ
Historical
Society' s
Guidelines
for
Conservation and
Restoration, nothing was done to the
organ that i n any way changed the
original pipework or structure of
the i nstrument.
The organ was
dismantled and the double - rise wind
reser voir and hand pump feeders were
releathered; the windchests repaired
& refurbished; the action was given
new pulldown wires , rebushed ,
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renutted, and new trackers made as
needed; all of the metal pipes were
washed clean of dirt, plaster &
bugs, with the wood pipes having
their
stoppers
releathered
and
regreased ; and the entire chassis
was thoroughly cleaned. All repairs
were done in the or i ginal manner and
the organ as it stands is the same
as would have been seen when the
Hinners men packed up their tools
and took the train home to Pekin, IL
exactly
90
years
ago.
The
membership of First United Methodist
Church can take great pride in the
legacy of stewardship this organ
represents - both in its purchase in
1906, and in its 1996 restoration.
The result is both a historic and
musical
treasure
of
the
first
magnitude .

* * *
FRIENDS OF THE ARCHIVES
DETROIT CONFERENCE

The Friends of the Archives support
the act i vities of the Confe rence
Commi ssion on Archives and History .
The society is supported by annual
membership dues . Membership i s open
to
churche s
and
individuals
int erested
in
the
history
of
Michigan Methodism.
Membership is
available at the following levels
$4
$10
$25
$100

-

Regular
Sustaining
Supporting
Lifetime

The membership year runs from June 1
through May 31 . Except for Lifetime
Members, membership is renewable
annually .
Checks made payable to

"Friends of the Archives" should be
sent to the Treasurer:
Sharon Scott
214 E. Michigan Avenue
Cl i nton , Michigan 49236

* * *
CONFERENCE COMMISSION MEETING

The Commission members will meet at
the Flushing United Methodist Church
at 10 a . m. on April 21, 1997 to
complete its plans for the open preConference meet i ng in June .

* * *
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, CLIO

[The 1903 "Souvenir Edition of the
Clio Star" contai ned a brief history
of the Cl io Methodist Ep i scopal
Church.
The following account was
excerpted from that article . ]
Reverend James F. Emerick , John W.
Foot, Wm. F . Curtis and Alvin Torney
met wi th J.M. Haynes Jan. 11 , 1888 ,
and organized the fi r st Methodi st
Episcopal Church of Clio by electing
. . . officers . ..
The s ociety bega n its e xi stence wi th
a
chartered membershi p
of only
sixteen.
Meetings were held in a
hall over what is now known as the
" Clio Hardware."
The need of more
room compelled the trustees to rent
the rink (or Be eman's hall), which
the society named "The Tabernacle . "
In the meantime a building committee
wa s chosen , a s ite purchased, and
the erection of the present edifice
was begun. The cornerstone was laid
June 23, 1888 , by Presiding Elder
J. S. Smart .
Lack of funds caused
the work to progress slowly, and it
was Fe b . 12,
1889 ,
when Bishop
Bowman dedicated the building to the
service of God .

