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HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
[Lucille Ogden, a member of the Detroit
Conference Commission on Archives and
History, attended the 1997 meeting of the
Historical Society of the United Methodist
Church and has submitted the following
report.]
The focus of the Annual Meeting of the
Historical Society of the United Methodist
Church in Boston recently, was Anna Howard
Shaw. This year, 1997, marks the 150th
anniversary of her birth. The site of Boston
University was very appropriate, as she
graduated from Boston University School of
Theology in 1878, previously having

Winter 1997
graduated from Albion College. There were
several "in person" visits with Anna,
perfonned by Lee Carpenter, a member ofthe
Anna Howard Shaw Center Advisory Board of
Boston University School ofTheology. She is
presently writing a biography about Anna for
young people. Current research says she is not
the first woman ordained in Methodism, but
may or may not have been the second . She
certainly is a pioneer and the most prominent
clergy woman of her day.
Dr. Barbara Troxell, of Garrett Evangelical
Seminary, Evanston, presented a paper on the

"Ordination of Women in the United
Methodist Tradition," as well, Dr. Dennis C.
Dickerson, William College, on "Ordination
of Women in the Pan-Methodist Tradition."
The keynote address at the Saturday evening
banquet was given by Bishop Susan Murch
Morrison. The new officers were installed at
that time and they are: President: John E.
Simms, St. Joseph, Illinois; vice-president,
James Holsinger, Lexington, Kentucky;
Secretary, Nancy Fadely, Eugene, Oregon;
Treasurer, Millard Mead, Lakeside, Ohio.
On Sunday, the closing day, Dean Emeritus
Walter G. Muelder told the history of the
windows in Muelder Chapel at the University.
World Wide Communion service followed at
Marsh Chapel with the regular congregation of
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Boston University. There were two historical
tours arranged for the afternoon: United
Methodist sites in Boston, as well as Cape
Cod, and touring churches Anna served. The
Boston tour included Morgan Memorial
Church of All Nation where the Reverend
Edgar J. Helms started the work of Goodwill
Industries.
In 1998 the Historical Society Annual Meeting
will be at Hendrix College, Little Rock,
Arkansas on September 18-20. Membership
checks in the amount of $22.00 ($40.00 for
two years) should be made payable to the
Historical Society and sent to Millard Mead,
Treasurer, 212 Erie Beach Road, Lakeside,
Ohio 43440.

***
FULL TIME CHRISTIAN WORKERS
RECOMMENDED BY GRACE
CHURCH AND MERGED CHURCHES
- HEREFORD AND MACK
(Recently the Detroit Methodist Union
forward materials from
the Zion United
Methodist Church which closed on June 1,
1997. Among the materials was a plaque
which listed fourteen persons. It demonstrates
the memorable commitment of these
churches.]
Missionary
Harvey Thede
1912
Missionary
1914
Charles Foster
Minister
1914
John H. Soltman
Minister
Arthur C. DeVries 1925
Missionary
1928
George L. Lyon
Minister
1931
Harold R. Kreig
Minister
Newell C. Liesemer 1935
Minister
1953
Otto Flachsan
Minister
James W. Dempsey 1955

Jack G. Kracklan
1959
David L. Morton
1959
Theodore W. Hepner 1962
1981
Kenneth R. Bean

Minister
Minister
Minister
Minister

***
MACK A VENUE EVANGELICAL
CHURCH, DETROIT
(The Directory of the Mack Avenue
Evangelical Church for 1948 contained an
interesting historical sketch that collaborates
its evangelistic and missionary spirit.]
In 1906 a Sunday School was organized and
held meetings in a barber shop rented on Mack
Avenue between Parker and Van Dyke. The
enrollment was about 100 scholars under the
supervision ofThe Old First Church.
In April Rev. E. Garfield Johnson was
appointed the regular pastor. The lots of the
present church was purchased and the
construction was soon started. During the
summer, services were held in a tent adjacent
to the new church and a congregation gathered
and organized while the new church was being
built. In February 1907 the New Mack
Avenue Church was dedicated by Bishop
Thomas Bowman D.D.
In 1917 because of the changing conditions
our First Church at Dubois and Catherine
Streets united with the Mack Avenue
Congregation. The growth of this church was
rapid from the beginning and in 1918 under the
pastorate ofRev. J.A. Halmhuber, the church
was remodeled and enlarged to its present size.
The church has been missionary minded
throughout the years and has been
instrumental in organizing The Harper Avenue,
now combined with the Chelsea Avenue, The
Kerccheval Avenue and East Detroit
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Churches; also assisting materially in the new
Immanuel Mission...
Mack Avenue has the reputation of being a
friendly church. Once a member, always a
member; and we welcome all persons desiring
to unite with us in Christian fellowship for the
service in The Master's Name.

The purpose of the organization was to
promote interest in the welfare of the Chelsea
Methodist Home residents. Three regular
business meetings were to be held each year
prior to the regular meeting of the Chelsea
Home Board.
The first meeting of the Chelsea Home Friends
was held on June 9, 1947 at the Chelsea
Methodist Home with sixty attending. Mrs.
Leonard A. Wilcox was elected as the first
President.

***
50TH ANNIVERSARY

RETIREMENT HOMES FRIENDS
1947- 1957

[This fall your editor attended this festive
occasion at the Chelsea Retirement
Community. Glen Schlott wrote the following
history of the organization. If you desire more
information write to: Mrs. Kaye Austin, 2683 5
James Street, Flat Rock, MI 48134.]
At the March 194 7 Chelsea Methodist Home
Board of Managers meeting, a motion was
carried that a committee be appointed to be
known as the Planning Committee, its duty
being to organize a Society to assist m
promoting interest in the Chelsea Home.
Such a committee was appointed by Dr. Ben
Holme and Mrs. Alfred Lowther.
The
Planning Committee consisted of the following
officers of the Women's Society of Christian
Service: Conference President, Conference
Vice President, Conference Secretary of
Christian Social Relations and Detroit District
Vice President. Also, two Trustees of the
Chelsea Home, and three Lay Leaders. ByLaws and a Constitution were adopted and
officers elected. The name selected for the
organization was "Chelsea Home Friends."

With the opening of the Boulevard Temple
Home, The Chelsea Home Friends extended
the services now provided to the Chelsea
Home to include the Boulevard Temple Home
on May 17, 1963 .
The Chelsea Home Friends name was changed
to the ''Retirement Home Friends" on January
29, 1965 to accommodate both homes.
At this time a Board ofDirectors was formed
to set up general policies, and an
Administrative Committee for each of the
Homes. These committees plan and carry out
social and service activities in cooperation with
the management of the Homes ...
[Our Activities include:]
A. An Open House is sponsored and
financed annually ... to invite those
interested to learn about the Homes
and visit relatives and
friends who
reside there.
B . A birthday card is sent to each resident
at the proper time and in addition an
anniversary card is sent where
appropriate.
C. On Mother's Day carnations provide a
remembrance for each woman and the
gentlemen are also recognized.
D. Decorated packages express our love
and care to all at Christmas time.
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These gifts may be pajamas/gowns,
bathrobes, slippers, stationary kits, toilet
articles etc.
...All these services and attentions are made
possible because of the people in the Detroit
Conference churches who are interested
enough to become members of our
organization. The recurring nature of our
activities means that there is always a need
for money to meet our expenses. Your
membership provides this.

***
WESTLA WN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH, DETROIT
[The following tale was recorded in a booklet
concerning the Westlawn Methodist Episcopal
Church in the 1920's.]
If you had peeked into the basement window
of a certain home on Northlawn avenue on a
certain Sunday morning of October 1920, you
would have seen The Westlawn Methodist
Community Church in embryo. A group of
children without a Sunday School, a woman
with a heart burdened by the absence of
religious training in the community; these are
the factors of Westlawn Church's infancy.
Sans site, sans building, but plus will and
purpose there came into being a life of service
and Kingdom loyalty that deepened and
widened until by its very craftsmanship it has
created both a beautiful character and abode.

Grand River and Ohio avenues. Forty feet of
land had been leased and on this site was built
a portable chapel financed through Centenary
Enterprise of the Methodist Church. This
building has since been given by the Methodist
Union to a colored mission in Highland Park.
On January 16th, 1921, Dr. Warren, then
Superintendent of the Detroit District
dedicated the chapel and accepted thirty five
people into charter membership.
... the community had experienced an
astounding growth both in population and in
the matter of improved conditions. It was
rapidly acquiring a character of its own as one
of the finest of Detroit's residential areas
.. .The regrettable feature of the whole
situation was the fact that the church plant was
hopelessly inadequate to even attract the great
host of residents. In November 1924 .. .Rev. H.
G. Werner came to Westlawn as its
pastor... On Sunday, March 15'\ Rev. Werner
dug the first shovel full of earth on the Ohio
Avenue site... November 151 witnessed the
possession of the basement of the new building
as a place ofworship. What a joy and a relief
to find 500 seats available for use in place of
the negligible and cramped capacity of the
little chapel. However we shall always
associate the little brown church with these
wonderful days of struggle and heroic attempts
to do God's big work in a small place... The
Westlawn Methodist Church is completed and
dedicated just a day less than one year from
the date the first shovel of earth was dug,
sixteen months from the time the decision was
made.

***
The children in the Sunday School grew in
number. Interest in Sunday School on the part
of a few adults grew to interest in a church. In
three months time the noise of hammer and
saw was heard coming from the comer of

YOU ARE NEEDED!
The Friends of the Archives always needs
new supporting members. The organization is

THE HISTORJCAL MESSENGER
Page 5

in charge of and remind the congregation of
THEIR roots.

made up of volunteers who support the work
through annual dues. It is supportive of the
Commission on Archives and History which is
elected by the Detroit Annual Conference.

I suggest your working with the pastor and
Worship Committee to make this part of the
Sunday Worship time. Maybe period clothing
could be worn. Skits and plays have been
done by some local church historians. Tables
of displays are in order and can be used even
for a series of Sundays.

One of the ways the Friends of the Archives
contribute is by underwriting the quarterly
publishing of this Historical Messenger.
Recently, Mr. Alfred Gurley of Birmingham
requested some information regarding the
Tawas Methodist Church. He appreciated the
information and decided to become a
Supporting Member of the Friends for five
years.
ARE YOU ANOTHER "Mr.

GURLEY?" Do you know someone who
might be interested in Michigan Methodist
history? Invite them ro become a member!

One local church historian had a comer in each
Sunday bulletin relating some historic
information about the local church.
This year Heritage Sunday comes two weeks
after Easter Sunday, April 26. Put on your
thinking cap and dream up something unique
to help your church become aware of and
remember its heritage.
If this is and
anniversary year for your church, make it a full
year of celebrating.

MEMBERSHIP DUES
Regular
Sustaining (two years)
Supporting (five years)
Life(one time payment)

$6.00
$15.00
$30.00
$100.00

Send dues and gifts payable to: Friends of
Archives to Sharon Scott, 214 E. Michigan,
Clinton, Michigan 49236

***
LOCAL CHURCH HISTORIANS
HERITAGE DAY IS YOUR DAY!
Not all local church historians are fully aware
that Heritage Sunday is their special
opportunity to do their thing. Heritage
Sunday is the anniversary of the forming of the
United Methodist Church and usually falls on
the fourth Sunday of April. It is a great time
to bring out those old pictures and other
memorabilia those local church historians are

Now is an excellent time to update the history
of your local church. Put information on
paper so that it will not -become lost. Send a
copy of the history of your church to the
Archives so that it may be placed in the file on
your church.

***
TRENARY UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH
[The story of every local church is an
important part of God's work in Michigan. It
needs to be written down, and preserved for
those who some day might want to review the
significant, world changing events that
occurred in a community. Trenary Church
was planning to celebrate their anniversary and
wanted to verify the date of their beginnings.
In a booklet about their church, I found the
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following short history which helped them to
pin point the date oftheir origin.]
The story of the United Methodist Church of
Trenary dates back to 1896 when services
were held in the old log school house. The
official history, however, dates from 1902 with
the erection of the church building. It was
dedicated in November of the same year by
the Rev. C.M. Thompson, Presiding Elder of
the Marquette District, and assisted by the
Revs. L.N. Moon, James Stanaway, and W.
Roberts. The property for both the church and
parsonage was given by Mr. I.D. Bushong.
The Rev. Thomas Goldworthy was the last
pastor to occupy the parsonage in 191 7. The
house was then rented for a number of years
until it was clear it would not be used as a
parsonage again at which time it \;vas sold.
The church itself has undergone several
changes over the years. Under the leadership
of Rev. Alvin Doten stained glass windows
were purchased and installed. In 193 5 the
dining room-kitchen was built. The sanctuary
was renovated and the ceiling lowered under
Rev. Homer Story. Also a kitchen was added
and the fellowship hall expanded. In 1954
carpeting and a Hammond Organ were
purchased.
Under Rev. Densel Fuller
extensive remodeling was done to the
fellowship hall area and new pews purchased
for the sanctuary. In 1963 running water,
bathrooms, and a vestibule were added.
Aluminum siding was added to improve the
exterior while Rev. James Ritchie was pastor.
A new gas furnace was also purchased.
1<

*

1c

CHRISTMAS CONFERENCE, 1784
The Christmas Conference convened on December
24, 1784. Sixty-three of the eighty Methodist
preachers in the United States were present. This
shows how little Christmas was observed by the
Methodist preachers.
The preachers had been swrunoned into a special
session. They had been scheduled to meet the
following June, but instructions from Mr. Wesley
told them to organize immediately.
They met in Baltimore in Lovely Lane Chapel,
which was only ten years old. The church was
refitted for the impending sessions. A gallery was
put in to accommodate visitors who would come to
observe the proceedings . A stove was installed.
Some of the crude benches had backs pegged onto
them. Thus they were made to resemble pews,
though Mr. Wesley had once laid down an explicit
rule that seats should not have backs.
The preachers who attended the conference were a
youthful group. Most of them were in their
twenties . Thomas Coke was thirty-seven, and
Francis Asbury was thirty-nine.
The conference was convened at ten o'clock in the
morning. The preachers voted to establish the
Methodist Episcopal Church. The conference also
voted to make Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury
general superintendents. Since Asbury had never
been ordained, he was ordained a deacon one day,
an elder a second day, and consecrated a
superintendent on a third day.
Several persons were ordained as ministers. The
ritual that was adopted was an edited and abridged
form of the order of service used in the Church of
England. Preaching services were held three times
a day. Dr. Coke preached at the noon services and
others preached in the morning and evening
serv1ces.
Within seventy-five years after the Christmas
Conference concluded, Methodism was the number
one Protestant denomination in this country.

